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On 18 December 2018, the political negotiations on the ‘Clean Energy for All Europeans’ package were concluded,
marking a major step towards completing the Energy Union. Specifically, one of the main outcomes was the adoption
of a revised Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD), which therefore serves as an important link with the
European Commission’s preparations for its long-term vision for a climate neutral Europe by 2050.
Towards this direction, the European Commission has also recently published a framework for sustainable buildings,
entitled Level(s). With its final version expected to be launched in spring 2020, Level(s) looks at the full life-cycle of
buildings, while aiming to address their huge potential for emissions’ reductions, efficient and circular resource flows,
as well as supporting the health and well-being of those they are built to serve.
With half of all extracted materials and energy, and one third of the total waste generated, the construction sector
represents the greatest stake in the European Union’s efforts to make our economy circular. In addition, the Paris
Agreement demands the building and construction sector to decarbonise globally by 2050, if we wish to avoid the
catastrophic impacts of a +2 degree rise in temperature. As a result, the need to see beyond the use-phase of buildings
towards their full life cycle (including extraction, manufacture, transport, construction and end of life) is more than
crucial.
As it will be impossible to meet our climate and circular economy goals unless we address the total impact of the
building and construction sector, research and innovation as well as sharing good practices have therefore a key role to
play. As a result, this event brings together policy-makers, the private sector and NGOs to jointly discuss how buildings
can be more sustainable, showcasing existing innovations and addressing potential opportunities and barriers in view
of the existing EU policies.
DRAFT AGENDA

10:00-10:10

Welcome by Maria Spyraki MEP

10:10-10:15

Video-message by Bendt Bendtsen MEP, Rapporteur of the Proposal for a Directive of the
European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2010/31/EU on the energy
performance of buildings

10:15-11:05







Panel discussion:
Paula Rey Garcia, ‘Buildings and Finance’ Team Leader, Energy Efficiency Unit, DG ENER,
European Commission
Josefina Lindblom, Policy Officer, Sustainable Production, Products & Consumption, DG ENV,
European Commission
Stuart Reigeluth, Co-founder of Cities4Forests, Founder of REVOLVE
Quentin de Hults, Senior Manager Construction Advocacy and Sustainability, BASF: “Plastics
innovations for high performance and circularity in construction”
Anouck Legendre, XTU: The use of algae for innovative engineering: «In Vivo», a bio

façade project in Paris


Emmanuelle Causse, Director of European Affairs, International Union of Property Owners

11:05-11:10

Intervention by Franc Bogovič MEP

11:10-11:25

Discussion with the audience

11:25-11:30

Closing remarks by Theresa Griffin MEP
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