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• Six case studies from the North Atlantic:
• differed in size, biodiversity features, types 

of measures in place, jurisdictional 
authority, and expected biodiversity 
benefits;

• measures evaluated included permanent 
area closures, closures to specific gears or 
fisheries for particular stocks, and licensed 
use of an area for aquaculture. 
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Northwestern North Sea Sandeel Fishery Closure/ North East 
UK Sandeel Closure – original name 

Rockall/NEAFC Haddock Box
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Lophelia Coral Conservation Area (Canada) NAFO Sponge VME Closures (ABNJ)
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NAFO Seamount Closures (ABNJ) Lyme Bay Mussel Farm (UK)
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• All case studies demonstrated biodiversity 
conservation co-benefits and met subsets of 
the CBD Criteria and Sub-criteria for OECMs, 
and none were strongly at variance with any 
Criteria 
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Greater clarity is needed from the CBD on: 

1. interpretation of the expected permanence of 
biodiversity benefits, 

2. the nature and magnitude of expected biodiversity 
benefits,

3. the number of Criteria and Sub-criteria that have to be 
met, 

4. how jurisdictional authority is determined for an area, 

5. how present and possible future activities of sectors other 
than fisheries should be considered when evaluating 
OECM status of areas with fisheries measures. 
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The workshop, through its case study approach, 
demonstrated that OECMs created through 
fisheries management measures can have 
meaningful biodiversity co-benefits. 

These are especially apparent when the 
measures were put in place to protect species 
and habitats from destructive fishing practices. 

This is a golden opportunity for a win-win 
collaboration between fisheries and biodiversity 
conservation, at national and regional levels. 


