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https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/our-work/activities/climate-change


• Global resource use has 
more than tripled since 
1970

• Global material demand 
per capita grew from 7.4 
tons in 1970 to 12.2 tons 
per capita in 2017

• Material productivity 
started to decline around 
2000 and has stagnated 
in the recent years

Source:The Macro/global Picture



Cost Structure in Manufacturing (DE)

The Micro-level Picture



https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Material_flows_in_the_circular_economy

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Material_flows_in_the_circular_economy
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35 actions along the entire life cycle of products, 
to:

• Make sustainable products the norm in the EU

• Empower consumers and public buyers

• Focus on key product value chains: 
electronics and ICT; batteries and vehicles; 
packaging; plastics; textiles; construction and 
buildings; food; water and nutrients

• Reduce waste

• Make circularity work for people, regions and 
cities

• Global efforts on circular economy

A new vision for Europe
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