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Whatever happened to Europe’s Circular Economy ambition?

Municipal waste treatment in the EU, 1995-2019
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502 kg/capita average
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Circular Economy: Member States delaying the inevitable
targets

E E E E E H : Circular Economy, Product Policy, Resouree Efficiency, YWaste and
Recycling
’ e 'u“‘?ﬂ ClientEarth” Report
. 3 November 2020
#NoTimelToWaste
MEMBER STATES . 3.45MB

DELAY MEF g e

INEVITAF

In an effort to boost the transition to a circular economy, the EU adopted several new
anti-waste laws in May 2018. However, having missed the July deadline for the
transposition into national law, many EU member states are yet to implement most of
these laws.

In this report, we take stock of progress made so far to advance the circular economy
across all 27 member states.

The report was written by the European Envircnmental Bureau (EEB) together with
lawyers at ClientEarth and Ecoteca.
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A timeline for the EU’s transition to
a circular economy
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New Circular Economy Action Plan

A new vision for Europe

35 actions along the entire life cycle of
European products, to:

Green ’ .
Deal b B

» Make sustainable products the norm in the

A New EU

Circular Economy
Action Plan

Empower consumers and public buyers
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» Focus also on key product value chains:
electronics and ICT; batteries and vehicles;
packaging; plastics; textiles; construction and
buildings; food; water and nutrients

»  Ensure less waste

« Make circularity work for people, regions and
cities

« Lead global efforts on circulareconomy
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10 policy priorities to reduce waste
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PRENTON As things stand, almost 90% of material resources used in the EU are lost after their first
use. This means that more effort is needed to accelerate the transition to a circular
economy, where waste is prevented and materials are recycled.

ESTARLISH AMBTY
AND RIUSE TARG

SET MANDATORY AGET

OF 50% BY 2030

In this document, produced in cooperation with other Brussels-based NGOs, we highlight
our 10 policy priorities to reduce waste in all sectors - including food, construction,
packaging, transport, electronics, batteries and textiles.

DEFIME COMPREHENSIVE OIRCULAR DESIGN REQUIREHMENTS FOR
ALL PRODUCTS

The measures discussed in this document can help governments meet Europe’s new
recycling and waste prevention targets. Check out our timeline for the implementation of

the new EU laws.

ENSUSE CLEAN, SAFE AND MON-TONIC MATERIAL CYCLES
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Download File

This document is also available in; DE, EE, ES, LV, LT and RO
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EU Waste Directives explained + examples of good transposition
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EXPLAINED:
EUROPE'S NEW LAWS FOR THE
SEPARATE COLLECTION OF WASTE

In this brief, the European Environmental Bureau (EEB) provides an overview of the revised
faws set out by the EU to improve the way household waste is sorted and collected for
recycling. The paper also outlines good practice examples from EU Member States where the
{aws have already been successfully implemented.

CONTEXT

In 2018, EU Member States and institutions agreed on a comprehansive set of laws aimed at preventing household waste

i art of four EU Directives, irective (WFD). the Landfill
Directive (LD). the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive (PPWWD) and the Single-Use Plastics Directive (SUP). All Member
States are expacted to transpose the agreed EU laws into national legislation by July 2020.

Amorg th ive changes is an obligation to sort and separately collect different materials, such as textiles.
hazardous material and organic waste. This is in additi isting ing Bon of plastics.
glass, paper, metals, waste oils.

The separate collection of waste is 3
precondition for high-quality recycling
and preparation for reuse. It also
prevents hazardous substances from
contaminating other waste streams
as well as communites and the
environment.

The smoocth and timely transposition
of the new measures is essential
to ensure Member States and
munidpalities complete the transition
toa Circular Economy, where waste is
prevented and materials recycled.

In this brief, the EEB outiines several
‘examples of good legal solutions they
can take inspiration from.
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EXPLAINED:

EUROPE'S NEW WASTE
PREVENTION AND REUSE LAWS
EXAMPLES OF WASTE PREVENTION POLICIES AND

OTHER MEASURES TO PROVIDE INCENTIVES FOR
THE REDUCTION OF WASTE GENERATION
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EXPLAINED:
ANNEX IVa OF THE EU WASTE
FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

EXAMPLES OF ECONOMIC INSTRUMENTS AND
OTHER MEASURES TO PROVIDE INCENTIVES FOR
THE APPLICATION OF THE WASTE HIERARCHY

In 2018, EU Member States (MS) and institutions agread on a comprehensive st of laws aimed at preventing houshoid
waste and boosting recycling. The new laws are part of four EU Directives: the Waste Framework Directive (WFD), the
Landfill Directive (LD), the Packagi \aging Directive (PPWD) and the Single-Use Plastics Directive
(SUP). Al VS are expectad to reflect the agreed EU laws in their national legistation by July 2020.

Articla 4 (3) WED requires MS to use economic instruments in order t provide incentives for the effective
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EXPLAINED:
EUROPE'S NEW WASTE
PREVENTION AND REUSE LAWS

EXAMPLES OF WASTE PREVENTION POLICIES AND
OTHER MEASURES TO PROVIDE INCENTIVES FOR
THE REDUCTION OF WASTE GENERATION



A FLOURISHING NETWWOIRIS

At the end of 2019 we counted
a total of 163 members in 36
countries. At our Annual General
Meeting in November in Berlin,
we welcomed 16 new members,
including — for the first time ever
—two members in Georgia.
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