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Gas market reform is vital to achieving climate neutrality and fulfilling the objectives laid out in the EU
strategies on energy system integration and hydrogen. Whilst European institutions and national
governments have rightfully recognized the potential to reduce CO2 emissions in the gas sector, methane
emissions remain overlooked.
Methane is a greenhouse gas 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide (CO2) over a 20 year time period,
and the emissions from the EU’s oil and gas industry have a short-term climate impact equivalent to the
annual CO2 emissions from 30 coal-fired power plants.
This is why it is important to consider a methane performance standard to be applied to all gas sold in the
EU, including from imports. Assuming that an integrated system will be developed in the service of
achieving the net-zero vision, it is vital that the gas sector delivers on sustainability, as it already does on
security of supply and affordability.
The EU’s Hydrogen Strategy addresses the issue of methane emission and makes it clear that there can be
no blue hydrogen without solving the dual CO2 and methane performance challenge. This is a great
starting point for addressing a crucial piece of the climate equation. All in all, while opening up a n ew
market for converting gas to hydrogen, it is paramount to clearly establish how the corresponding
methane emissions will also be dealt with. The event will bring together key policy-makers, industry
representatives and NGOs to explore how Europe’s gas sector can effectively contribute to reaching
climate neutrality.

FINAL AGENDA
15:00 - 15:10

Opening remarks by MEP Maria Spyraki

15:10 - 15:20

Introduction by MEP Jutta Paulus

15:20 - 15:35

Keynote address by Kitti Nyitrai, Member of Cabinet of Commissioner for
Energy Ms. Kadri Simson, European Commission

15:35 - 15:45

Poppy Kalesi, Director Global Energy, Environmental Defense Fund

15:45 - 15:55

Stefan Rolle, Head of Energy Policy Department, Germany's Presidency of the
Council of the European Union

15:55 - 16:05

Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, Secretary General, Hydrogen Europe

16:05 - 16:15

Andreas Graf, Project Manager, Agora Energiewende

16:15 - 16:25

Antoine Rostand, President and Founder, Kayrros

16:25 - 16:35

Reaction by MEP Massimiliano Salini

16:35 - 16:55

Discussion with the audience, moderated by Poppy Kalesi (EDF)

16:55 - 17:00

Closing remarks by Poppy Kalesi (EDF)

