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2010

European Parliament

Preparatory Action

2008

2011

1rst EU Conference
on EU Overseas Biodiversity
Message from La Réunion

B
Initiative

Message from Reunion Island

13. There is an urgent need)for EU Member States and the

Furopean Commissioe, together with the ORs and OCTs, to
establig oluntary scheme for the protection of species
and habitats, inspired by the Natura 2000 approach. This
scheme should be easily accessible, flexible, adapted to the
local situation, balance conservation and development needs,
as well as take into account existing mechanisms and tools.
The implementation of the scheme should be based on local
commitment and shared financing.




1rst EU Conference

2010
European Parliament

2011

on EU Overseas Biodiversity
Message from La Réunion
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MESSAGE FROM GUADELOUPE
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Preparatory Action

Initiative

2014 -

2" EU Conference

trategic orientation:

> Build on the BEST preparatory action by setting up a sustainable partnership
dedicated to biodiversity, ecosystem services and climate change in the ORs and
QCTs. This partnership shall be committed to the establishment of an inclusive and
representative management structure and shafl:

Cperational actions:

Secure support from various donors, financial instruments and programmes,
exploring in particular the development and use of trust funds;

on EU Overseas Biodiversity
Message from Guadeloupe
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A flexible scheme

A wide scope

Promoting conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity and ecosystem services in European
Outermost Regions and European Overseas Countries
and Territories.




A tailored scheme

*Letting local stakeholders to define their projects according
to their needs

*Offering a diversity of grants to address the diversity of needs
& capacities:
Swift Grants < € 50,000
Small Grants < € 100,000
Medium Grants < € 400,000

*More accessible : No co-funding for swift and small grants
only 5% for Medium Grants



» 1. To facilitate access to EU funds for actors in the EU Qutermost
Regions (ORs) and EU Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs) so
as to unlock initiatives and potential in the fields of biodiversity
conservation and the sustainable use of ecosystem services,
including ecosystem-based approaches to climate change adaptation
and mitigation, as a basis for sustainable development.

» 2. To increase the capacity of ORs and OCTs actors to access and
effectively manage EU funds.

» 3. To increase the visibility of EU ORs and OCTs as key contributors
to the achievement of EU and global biodiversity targets and

strategies.




Results

‘/7 regional ecosystem profiles
> 400 new key biodiversity areas (KBAs)

&
ecological corridors identified (3.5 million km?)
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| 4 x more funding needed
v'7 regional investment strategies than invested in the past by BEST

O 450 projects ready-to-be funded projects identified as

investment niches

O > €90 million funding &) & |
needs next 5 years
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BEST RIS
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v 1 Overview of existing biodiversity lists
species, habitats + recommendations



Results

‘/109 projects funded — 20 M :

O + new tocomein2021!



BEST GRANTS (2011-2020)
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Awakening vocations :
more than 120 jobs created

Involving communities and citizens :
more than 650 volunteers mobilised




Capacity building :
More than 100 workshops organised

Raising awareness :

More than 500 awareness-raising events
reaching circa 50,000 people



Enhanced conservation measures :
More than 475,000 km2 of marine and coastal areas
More than 1400 species benefited from new inventories

12 new species discovered
3 new protected areas created

_ | Sustainability& leverage effect :
PEC more than 40 projects continued

Wt beyond BEST grants

More than 400 collaborations initiated
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A European Initiative of international

importance

Decision of the CBD COP XI/15 on the Review of
the Programme of Work on Island Biodiversity
mentions the BEST initiative among the “the
progress on sustainable financing mechanisms
developed in island regions for climate change
and Biodiversity”.

BEST Challenge

FAGLOBAL
BEST initiative as the first interregional GLISPA ISLAND
W | PARTNERSHIP

thallenge

- o mebe T
Rosa, Director Natural Capital, European Commission Directarate
General for Enviranment

Braul Ferreira e Souza Dias, Erecuthe Director, Seretariatforthe [N
Comention an Biolagical ivershy .


http://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-11/cop-11-dec-15-en.pdf

‘/EU Council Conclusions end of 2015

‘/European Parliament Resolutions on the Mid-term review of the
EU’s Biodiversity Strategy (Feb 2016)

v’ Political Declaration of the OCT Ministerial Conference (March 2017)

‘/Voluntary SDG 14 Commitment by the European Commission

‘/In LIFE Programme Regulation 2021-2027



http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-15380-2015-INIT/en/pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+TA+P8-TA-2016-0034+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN

Lessons learned

> Small grants can have an important impact not only locally but as well at the
EU and international levels

> Diversity of needs and capacities requires a diversity of tools and mechanisms
that can play in synergy and complementarity

» When enabled, local stakeholders and citizens can make a difference : they
are key for the EU Biodiversity strategy implementation

> Funding needs remain : the Preparatory Action should get a political ans

and the BEST initiative should be pursued
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