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PREVENTION FIRST, NOT ONLY RECYCLING

Circular material use = 11,9% in 2019

Total reused & recycled material

Total material used

We can increase this

We can decrease this

➢ Staying strong on calling for science based material footprint reduction and waste prevention targets

➢ Challenging current ‘only recycling’ business models (‘recyclers’ also disassemble, reuse…)
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BEING DEMANDING FOR RECYCLING

Recycled as virgin

▪ High quality & performance recycled materials

▪ No legacy substances 

(CSS states same requirements for recycled as for 

virgin)

Recognising recycling

▪ Carbon credit & recognition of lower externalities

▪ Products requirements and modulated EPR fees

(recyclability/recycled contents)

▪ ‘Taxing’ virgin resources use

Creating legal drivers & a fairer competion for recycling, not triggering a race to the bottom
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ECO-DESIGN FOR & FROM RECYCLING

Phasing out design that hampers reuse, repair and recycling (through Sustainable products policy initiative) 

Guidelines to design for and 

from recycling (technical EEE 

plastics)

https://www.polyce-project.eu/
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RECYCLING IN EU, NOT EXPORTING WASTE

EU should not delegate its waste management (and overconsumption of resources) to third countries

STOP DUMPING WASTE (legally or illegally) EXPORTING SECONDARY RAW MATERIALS 
(if too much recycling potentials)



THANK YOU!

www.eeb.org

@Green_Europe

@EuropeanEnvironmentalBureau

eeb@eeb.org 
The EEB gratefully acknowledges the financial support from the LIFE Programme of the European Union. This 

communication reflects the organizers’ views and does not commit the donors.


