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With almost half of European land being used for agricultural activities, farming plays an important role in
Europe's landscapes and is crucial for rural people´s livelihoods. At the same time, the agricultural sector
is under increasing pressure as it has to address global challenges such as climate change and food
security while maintaining its competitiveness.
The European Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) has evolved over the years to promote modernisation
and efficiency, together with its main objectives of a viable food production and balanced territorial
development. Agri-environment-climate measures in the Rural Development policy are an important tool
for the integration of environmental aspects into the CAP. Adapted to the specific on-site conditions they
encourage farmers to protect and enhance the environment on their farmland, making it a useful
instrument for achieving targets related to biodiversity, soil, water or climate change mitigation and
adaptation.
Farmers, land owners, stakeholders, policy-makers, citizens and scientists will discuss about the
implementation of these measures, their contribution to a more sustainable farming sector as well as
their trade-offs and limitations. The event will bring this debate to the European Parliament and will allow
stakeholders and experts to share experiences and propose improvements for the way forward.
Contact: Stella Reschke, Intergroup Secretariat - stella.reschke@ebcd.org, + 32 2 230 30 70

12.15 -12.40

Registration

13.00-13.05

Welcome and introduction by Michel Dantin MEP

13.05-13.15

Mr. Martin Scheele, Head of Unit “Conception and Consistency of Rural
Development”, DG AGRI, European Commission

13.15-13.25

Ms. Alice Cerutti, Vice-President, The European Council of Young Farmers (CEJA)

13.25-13.35

Mr. Philipp-Andreas Schmidt, Digital Farming, Bayer Agricultural Policy &
Stakeholder Affairs Department

13.35.13.45

Mr. Jabier Ruiz, Senior Policy Officer on Agriculture and Sustainable Food
Systems, WWF

13.45-14.25

Questions and discussion with the audience

14.25-14.30

Concluding remarks by Angélique Delahaye MEP

Contact: Stella Reschke, Intergroup Secretariat - stella.reschke@ebcd.org, + 32 2 230 30 70

