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Europe’s forests cover about 40% of the EU and make a crucial contribution towards the Paris
Agreement and the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations, and are essential for
reaching concrete results with regards the priorities of the European Union. The importance of
forests and Europe’s growing bioeconomy cannot be sufficiently emphasized and require
concrete measures to boost the multiple benefits for the climate and the circular economy that
forests can bring, whilst addressing the internal and external forest-policy issues across the whole
forest value-chain. The EU’s Rural Development Policy is the main tool to support the
implementation of sustainable forest management, and thus enable contributions of forests to
improve competitiveness and job creation, in particular rural areas. Investments in sustainable
forest management (including infrastructures, genetic resources management, climate
measures) ensure forests’ health and vitality, while the delivery of ecosystem services induces
positive trends in the further development of forest resources. The role of forests was also
addressed in the Cork 2.0 Declaration which sees forests as an engine of rural growth and in the
European Commission Communication The Future of Food and Farming. It is therefore essential
that sustainable forest management stays at the very core of the EU’s Rural Development Policy
after 2020. The aim of this event is to highlight the essential importance of forestry within the
new CAP, while at the same time gathering key policy-makers and stakeholders to engage in this
discussion. This event is co-organised with EUSTAFOR and CEPF.
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AGENDA

15:30-15:40

Welcome and introduction by Herbert Dorfmann MEP

15:40-15:50

Peter Wehrheim, Cabinet of Phil Hogan, European Commissioner for Agriculture
and Rural Development

15:50-16:00

Ingwald Gschwandtl, Director – Head of Division Forest Policy and Forest
Information, Austrian EU Presidency

16:00-16:10

Mr Octavian Anghel, Deputy CEO of the Romanian State Forests ROMSILVA,
EUSTAFOR representative

16:10-16:20

Apro Kullerkupp, The Estonian Private Forest Union (EPFU), CEPF representative

16:20-16:30

Jabier Ruiz, WWF: NGO perspective

16:30-16:50

Questions and discussion with the audience

16:50-17:00

Concluding remarks by Jytte Guteland MEP

The event will be followed by the Summer Reception at the
European Forestry House, 66 Rue du Luxembourg, B-1000 Brussels
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