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There are 5-6 seal species in Greenland 
Bearded seal Harp seal Hooded seal 

Ringed seal  Harbor seal Grey seal 



There are 5-6 seal species in Greenland 
Bearded seal Harp seal Hooded seal 

Ringed seal  Protected 
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The pup (whitecoat) 
Lactate for 10-12 days. 

They are whitecoats for 
about a week after the 

mother has left. 

Then they are ragged jackets 
for about 1-2 weeks. 

Beater about 1 month + Harp seals become mature 
around 5 years of age 

Photo Stewart Cook  



The harp seal catch numbers in the west Atlantic 



The harp seal catch numbers in the west Atlantic 



Regulations and  
Anti- sealing  
campains 

World Wars 

Low skin prices 
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Maximum sustainable yield 

Carrying capacity (maximum population size) 

Maximal growt rate (r) 

Increased mortality 
Decreased reproduction 

Approximately 70-80 % of 
maximum population size. 

For most seal species, pup production  
is about 20% of the total population. 

8 % 

10 -12 % 

0 % 

Sigmoidal increase (single species model)  -  seals  



Since 2004 

Pup production have 
fluctuated between 

800.000 and 1.6 million 

The fraction of the adult 
females that give birth  

has fluctuated between  
20% and 86% 
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% Pregant females 



500000

1500000

2500000

3500000

4500000

5500000

6500000

7500000

8500000

9500000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Sa
m

le
t b

es
ta

nd

Year



500000

1500000

2500000

3500000

4500000

5500000

6500000

7500000

8500000

9500000

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Sa
m

le
t b

es
ta

nd

Year

Average catch/yr. 
1996-2008  

350.000 

Average catch/yr. 
2009-2016 

140.000 

MSY 





Ringed seals lactate for 6-7 weeks 



                                                   

              

 

                                              

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pusa hispida hispida 

Pusa hispida ochotensis 

Pusa hispida botnica 

Pusa hispida lagodensis 

Pusa hispida saimensis 



Ringed seal estimates 

Most ringed seal surveys estimate the 
number of seals that haul-out on the ice 

during the moulting season (in May-June) 

Estimates based on polar bear numbers 

Polar bear : Ringed seals 

1 : 200 

25.000 : 5 million 



 



                                                   

              

 

                                              

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pusa hispida hispida 

Pusa hispida ochotensis 

Pusa hispida botnica 

Pusa hispida lagodensis 

Pusa hispida saimensis 



                                                   

              

 

                                              

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pusa hispida hispida 

Pusa hispida ochotensis 

Pusa hispida botnica 

Pusa hispida lagodensis 

Pusa hispida saimensis 



Why do we think that the ringed seal hunt is sustainable? 

Ringed seals are distributed over vast areas and only hunted in a 
tinny fraction of their habitat. 

The Greenland hunt is mainly on young seals –  
the adult breeding population will in most areas be undisturbed.   

The present catch level in Northwest Greenland has been 
maintained for almost a century. 





Thank you! 


