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THE GOAL: MAKE MICROFIBRES LEAKAGE HISTORY!
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POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
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Technologies

Capturing fibres by wastewater treatment plants is not viable. They are not designed to do
so, Other pathways are: implementing innovative technologies and additives for laundry
processes and textile finishing treatments.

» Washing machine filter for plastic fibres

Washing machines are a major source of microplastics pollution
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Preliminary steps in the Implementation Action

In order to overcome the problem of the microplastics impact in the European seas, two
main routes are being explored in the actions B1 and B2. The first ane has the objective to
choose a textile treatment that could improve the mechanical properties of the fabric as
well as the resistance at washings, B2 studies innovative additives to be incorperated into
different detergent products to minimize the fiber breakage during washing.

The first route takes into consideration the differences in the fabric manufacture: fiber
properties (compaosition, length), its spinning method and the weaving/knitting process,
For this, several synthetic textiles have been selected in order to analyze their tendency to
generate and to release microplastics. The first study has been made with woven
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EPR AS PART OF THE SOLUTION
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- Need for integration of micro-fibers release criteria
(metrics)

- Better integration in a policy mix (promotion of new
business models, label, ecodesign)
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