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Driving change in products design through
EPR schemes |

Can EPR help address the issue of micro-plastics
pollution?

Susanna Gionfra, IEEP Brussels Office

Marine litter: What role for Extended Producer
Responsibility?

European Parliament 43 . s
22 November 2018, Brussels . R T SR e

- - -~ Bt -~
- S R e e
- g-‘f- R B, 7 el o AT ot
- . S K "‘ o . iy x‘-.< . - 3 ; - CAL L .
o ¥ PR T 4 ’ & o0 o= o S

4; ol ’ . e - s A 23 :."\ ” - - =y L\"'b_‘.’-'- ’;’. o
S Y R A el 5~ BE N nigehved - A @IEEPTol—

- S 7. T . ’ o P s ad B A e 4 — v



EPR — Towards circular product design

* Several benefits of EPR in place — but can they be made more
ambitious?

* Impact on design: From a cost recovery approach to one that
also incentivises a transition to a circular economy

e Eco-modulation of fees based on circularity criteria (e.g.
CONAI)
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Micro-plastics: a role for EPR?

* Microplastics generated during the life-cycle of products

 Some sources: tyres, clothing, plastic items, fishing gears,
agricultural films

 EPR to tackle the issue at the source: Design

— key to address microplastics
— Enabling collection, sorting and recycling




The bigger picture

e 80% of products produced, consumed and disposed of on
land

* Rate of fragmentation (land/water)

* Increasing applications of plastics to land: poly-tunnels,
agricultural films, plastic greenhouses

 Example: EPR schemes for agricultural films?
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