
Nadia Moalla Gil

Head of RTDI Projects
Spanish Fishing Confederation

The effect of marine litter on fisheries & oceans
EP Intergroup CBSD

5 September 2018

Spanish Fishing Industry 
approach to marine litter: 

actions and initiatives 

@CEPESCA     www.cepesca.es              CEPESCA 1



Overview on marine litter: Spanish fishing industry 

perspective

• 70% of marine litter in our coast and 

waters comes from land-based 

activities.

• 80% are plastics

• Only 2% of marine litter monitored 

in the framework of Spanish Marine 

Strategies correspond to fishing 

activity, however its problems are 

associated with our activity.

• Administrative and technical 

difficulty to track floating and bottom 

garbage. Better known in 

coastsides.

Two weaknesses were 

detected among the 

fishing sector:

• Lack of specific training

• Lack of a coordinated 

action plan.



European Social Fund
2017

FISH-RECYCLE: supporting the 

fishing industry transition towards 

a Circular Economy

Great impulse from the EC to the Circular Economy with new

procedures for the member states and impact in all

industrial sectors and society

European Plastics Strategy – New Ports Directive

Marine litter as a cross-sectoral element

Starting Context

There were no specific training in waste management and

marine litter adapted to the fishing industry

Specific need for the fishing industry



Training and advise fishing industry workers

from Andalusia, Galicia, the Basque Country,

Catalonia and Valencia in order to learn how to manage

marine litter

Our initiative

How?

• Free on-line platform

• Target: women, rural area, Red 

Natura, people under 35 and over 45 

years old

• Special focus on trawlers crew and 

shipowners.

• During 5 months 

• Coastal regions

FISH-RECYCLE: supporting the fishing industry 

transition towards a Circular Economy



Shipowners’ transitioning to the circular 

economy:

• Characterization of waste

• Possibilities of waste recovery

• Waste collection plan 

Results

FISH-RECYCLE: supporting the fishing industry 

transition towards a Circular Economy

More than 140 fishing actors involved 
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Sectoral Strategy of CEPESCA for the

contribution of the fishing industry to the

reduction of marine litter

EMFF 2017

Initiative designed to support the Spanish Marine Strategies for

the achievement of Good Environmental Status of our wáter by

2020, under the specific topic of Marine litter.

Starting Context

Our project

• Create a national action plan in coordination

with other sectors involved.

• Development and validation of innovative

measures to be implemented in ships and

ports.

• Special focus on trawlers which can collect

the most.



Sectoral Strategy of CEPESCA for the

contribution of the fishing industry to the

reduction of marine litter

EMFF 2017

Some results (Project on-

going)

More than 1000 fishing 

actors consulted to identify 

the best action plan and 

working lines to collect 

annually 200 tonnes



Sectoral Strategy of CEPESCA for the

contribution of the fishing industry to the

reduction of marine litter

EMFF 2017

Some results (Project on-

going)

• Up to 85% of the fishing actors consulted 

considers marine litter a huge problem for them.

• Up to 60% declares that all marine litter 

collected arrives to the port.

• Up to 40% declares damages in their fishing 

gear associated to marine litter.

Some concerns

• Better implementation of the Extended Producers 

Responsibility – in some ports shipowners has to 

pay for the management of the waste collected 

voluntarily in their ships as if they were the 

producers.

• Collecting marine litter should not be an extra 

cost for the fishing sector.
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