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The economics are not getting any better, if we 
allow imports of products which are not honey

to erode price and image of honey!



European Beekeepers Business Model

 Healthy bees are the foundation!
 Pollination service is a small but growing 

revenue source – (unlike the U.S.)
 European Beekeepers generate most of their 

revenue from selling honey and other bee 
products to the high end of the market.

 Image of honey as a healthy natural product is 
essential for viable beekeeping operations.

 Beekeeping is probably most open production 
system in agriculture.



Bees are not kept in a barn or on a fixed plot of land.





Minimum Foraging Range (3 km radius)



Structural change driven by the
dominant agricultural model



Traditional farm structures are disappearing



Lack of foraging opportunities for bees



Economically viable beekeeping operations are 
essential for pollination especially in agriculture.

• Beekeepers with small number of colonies keep 
their bees close to where they live.

• Beekeepers with large number of colonies seek 
sites in the agricultural landscape.

• Increase of beekeepers keeping a few hives per 
beekeeper in cities does not translate to 
pollination in agriculture.

• Gaps in pollination can be filled with migratory 
beekeepers.

• Beekeepers would love to operate in a world 
where pollination by honeybees is less important 
because the wild relatives are thriving!
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High sensitivity of consumers to 
quality parameters in Germany



Quality Parameter: Pesticide residues 

Honey
Poor Quality:
Pesticides, Contaminants, GMOs



Thiacloprid found in organic honey



Cause of high Thiacloprid residues


