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EPR favorable to CE-measures
Art. 21
“encourage product design which reduces the environmental impacts”, 

“measures may encourage, inter alia, the development, production and 
marketing of products that are suitable for repeated reuse, that are 
technically durable (…)”

Art. 21/1
§1, 5°”measures will include the obligation to inform [the consumers] 
about waste prevention, reuse, preparing for reuse, take back systems and
collection systems (…).” 

§2, 2°”differentiated tarifs for specific products or products groups, taking
into account the whole life cycle and the sustainability, reparability, reuse and
recyclability and the occurence of hazardous substances.” 



EPR favorable to CE-measures

Explore new measures and product groups to promote prevention, 
durability, reuse and repair:
→ New targets (all EPR-schemes)
→ New product groups (diapers, textiles)
→ Financing schemes

Prevention of packaging (less single-use plastics) and textiles

Reuse monitoring: textiles, WEEE, furniture, matrasses, diapers, …



In practice?





“From a circular economy perspective, it is important to explore options 
to increase the reuse of car parts. Although recycling and recovery have 
experienced noticeable growth since 2010, the reuse of vehicle parts 
(e.g. engine, gearbox, alternator and lamps) has generally remained 
stable. Efforts to increase the supply of used parts must be accompanied 
by incentives to stimulate demand.” 
PBL/CPB, July 2021



Why?
“EPR has indeed led to good results regarding collection and recycling, but it is not –
or has not been – a good instrument to force ecodesign rules, new business models
or other ways of consumption”

Policy officer – EPR Expert

“Although there are several examples that can be used as pioneers in the EPR for 
reuse and repair, in most countries there are no incentives – fiscal or otherwise for 
such options. Moreover, producers will pressure national authorities to stall the 
adoption and enforcement of extended EPR legislation for repair and reuse for fear 
of additional costs and a decrease in sales.”

EEB, October 2020



"I don't think it's realistic to say that people are utterly going to change their 
lifestyle because of concerns about climate“

"You can have a cultural revolution where you're trying to throw everything up, 
you can create a North Korean-type situation where the state's in control. Other 
than immense central authority to have people just obey, I think the collective 
action problem is just completely not solvable," Gates said.

"Anyone who says that we will tell people to stop eating meat, or stop wanting to 
have a nice house, and we'll just basically change human desires, I think that 
that's too difficult," Gates said.

The solution, according to Gates, is creating better technological alternatives 
where it is the same price or cheaper to accomplish the same goal in a climate-
conscious way.



Art. 21. “The Government of Flanders (…) shall take into account the 
technical and economic feasibility and the overall impacts on the 
environment, public health and society, respecting the need to ensure 
the proper functioning of the market.”

> Is EPR fit for a system change? 

“(…) it is likely that the established actors involved in the second and third discourse 
will succeed in shaping pathways of incremental change” [Discourse 2: repair and 
recycling on an equal footing and Discourse 3: repair as a market opportunity] 
OVAM/CE Center “Narratives of repair”,  March 2022



Transition path 1: Optimizing EPR as an instrument for post-use
circularity

Path 2: Redesigning EPR as an instrument for the transition to a 
circular economy

Path 3: More than EPR: how other instruments can support EPR 
and the CE
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