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Keep eating wild-caught fish: 
It’s the best way to feed the world

PERFECT PROTEIN

Fish live freely and does not 

require feeding, use of water 

supply, antibiotics or 

pesticides

Healthiest animal protein

CLIMATE PROTECTION

By far the animal protein 

with the lowest carbon 

footprint thus the best 

option in terms of food 

security 

The environmental cost of animal source foods
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/fee.1822



SST: Sea Surface Temperature

OA:   Ocean Acidification

SLR: Sea level rise

OCEAN threats



Carbon emission challenges for fishing
Fuel (fossil fuel) consumption to catch fish 

Transition 
• Zero emission energy sources

• Improve vessel design

• Improve gear design, reduce drag

• Reduce the time spent at sea (e.g. healthy stocks, improve efficiency)  

• Understand trade-offs in energy consumption per unit landings



Technical
Progress

ICES advice on EU on innovative fishing gears

Innovations to increase
selectivity, reduce 
seabed contact, GHG 
emissions



Energy
Efficiency



Circular
Economy

MSFD descriptor 10: 

Marine litter does not cause harm

Who will collect the litter from 

The bottom of the ocean? 



Blue economy & Climate change & Innovation



Alternatives to fuel oil ?



Fishing Capacity

Kitchen, cabins, toilets and recreational areas are considered as part of the fishing capacity

- Alternative measurement formulas needed -



Carbon emission challenges for fishing
Fuel (fossil fuel) consumption to catch fish 

Challenges – Policies and Technology
• EU Fit for 55 – Taxation of Fuel

• IMO carbon levy and local green policies 

• Chicken-and-egg situation: demand & supply net-zero-carbon fuels & port infrastructures

• Limited funding under EMFAF

• Difficult to apply new decarbonizing technologies to small-scale fishing vessels



Carbon emission challenges for fishing
Fuel (fossil fuel) consumption to catch fish 

Way Forward
• Specific Fund – Action Plan on decarbonisation

• Invest in science, biofuels, innovation and port infrastructures 

• Enhance circular economy / Energy efficiency

• Revise definition of fishing capacity

• Cater for the specificities of small-scale fishing vessels

• No taxation of fuel



THANKS!
Do you have any questions?

europeche@europeche.org
+32 2 230 4848

www.europeche.org

Committed to responsible fishing, 
nature, science and seafood supply 

now and for future generations

https://twitter.com/EuropecheOrg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/europeche/
https://www.facebook.com/europeche.org/
http://europeche.chil.me/

