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In the marine environment, the degradation and loss of
coastal habitats particularly, ecosystems capturing
carbon, is resulting in an unprecedented loss of
biodiversity and ecosystem services.
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Nature-based Solutions

IUCN defines nature-based solutions as: “actions to protect, sustainably
manage and restore natural or modified ecosystems, that address
societal challenges (e.g. climate change, food and water security or
natural disasters) effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing
human well-being and biodiversity benefits”

- WCC 2016, Resolution 069
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INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE
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ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
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120 million people live near
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Carbon storage potential of
mangrowes is 3-5 Times higher than
That of Tropical upland forest due
T0STIONG Carban Starage in te soil.
{00: releasad by giobal mangrove
loss annually could be as nign as
TN annual emissions of Australia
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Hangrove ecosystem =e
services =
DI $33.000-57,000 per Nectare

DEryeary 14 millian nectares =
U IO 5800 billion per year
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More than 3000 fish species
are found in mangrove eCosystems

Source: WWF and IUCN.

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE

TNEr® are ovVer 2,000
manarove-Telated AITracTions
qlabally, SUCh 5 DOt Taurs,

DOarawalks, kayaking, and fishing

Coastal protection

Restoring mangroves for
Coasral defensa s up 1o § tmes
more Cost-effective than “gray
Infrastructure” such as
breakwarers
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-5, hectares of mangroves may
meat the effluents of 1 hectare
of aguacuimure
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The sustainable blue economy is an important compo

a net-zero and nature-positive economy but requires adequate finance.

Blue Finance success relies on public-private partnerships and blended finance
solutions to de-risk investments, with robust metrics and monitoring and an
enabling regulatory framework.

NbS, including blue Carbon and Blue Natural Capital can help to engage private
sector partners, local communities and civil society and offers opportunities to
address risks and support resilience.
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UNFCCC CBD SDGs RAMSAR

United Nations Convention Sustainable Convention on
Framework on Biological Development Wetlands

Convention on Diversity Goals

Climate Change
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ENHANCE GLOBAL AMBITION FOR COASTAL ECOSYSTEMS

Identify, assess, and set ambitious global goals | Reduce stressors that destroy and degrade coastal ecosystems

ACCELERATE IMPLEMENTATION

Build national capacity | Mobilize finance | Take action to conserve, manage, and restore coastal
and marine ecosystems

MEASURE COLLECTIVE RESULTS & INNOVATE

Measure, report, and account | Conduct scientific research | Innovate and improve global goals and
implementation efforts
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European Green Deal

A package of policy initiatives which aims to set the
EU on a path to green transition, with the overarching
goal of reaching climate neutrality by 2050.
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Fit for 55 package

EU Strategy on
Adaptation to
Climate Change

Circular Economy

Action Plan




EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

Relevant goals

e Enlarge protected areas, by designating existing Natura 2000 sites. Legally protect 30% of the EU’s sea area and integrate
ecological corridors, 10% of EU seas should be strictly protected.

e 25% of EU budget dedicated to climate action to be invested on biodiversity and nature-based solutions.
e A core feature of this would be the Nature Restoration Law

European Climate Law

Relevant provisions

e Article 5(4) on adaptation to climate change requires EU Member States to promote nature-based solutions and ecosystem-
based adaptation.

* Nature-based solutions are also cited as beneficial for climate change mitigation, adaptation, and biodiversity protection.



uEN Nature restoration at the EU-level
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* Nature Restoration Law proposal:
— Article 4: Restoration of terrestrial, coastal and freshwater ecosystems

“Member States shall put in place the restoration measures that are necessary to
improve to good condition areas of habitat types listed in Annex | which are not in good

condition [...] on at least 30 % of the area of each group of habitat types listed in Annex |
that is not in good condition [...] by 2030, on at least 60 % by 2040, and on at least 90 %

by 2050.”
— Article 5: Restoration of marine ecosystems:

“Member States shall put in place the restoration measures that are necessary to
improve to good condition areas of habitat types listed in Annex Il which are not in good
condition [...] on at least 30 % of the area [...] by 2030, on at least 60 % by 2040, and on
at least 90 % by 2050”

Both measures would also cover the re-establishment of listed habitat types.
 Listed habitats include:

— Posidonia oceanica

— Cymodocea nodosa

— Salt steppes and salt marshes
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The protection and
restoration of these
coastal ecosystems offer
effective solutions for
adaptation and climate
change mitigation efforts
that need to be brought

into practice to avoid
further degradation of

these valuable
ecosystems across the :
region.
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