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• Areas

• Countries

• Objectives

Overlapping 
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CBD - BBNJ  - Sustainable Use 

Balancing environment, society and economics
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30x30…area-based measures as an example of implementation

VME closures

Existing bottom 
fisheries areas

Restricted bottom 
fishing areas
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Specifics:  Other Effective Area-Based Conservation Measures (OECM)

• ICES : Testing, templates, 
scientific advice to NEAFC.

• OSPAR: OECM criteria and 
identification 

• NEAFC:  OECM identification
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Overlap of measures, OSPAR and NEAFC

Example of a potential 
designation:

MPA = 21% of ABNJ 

VME  closure = 7% of ABNJ

VME closure not  
overlapping with MPA = 
OECM = 2% of ABNJ

Total MPA + OECM = 23% of 
ABNJ
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MPAs and OECMs are measured in 2D,
the management of the oceans is in 3D 

CartoonStock.com

Image from Gameloft/Playing4thePlanet.org
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Monitoring and Control/Regional Assessments/Scientific Advice

ICES Ecosystem overviews

Management
Politics

Social & use

Benthic
Habitat

Chlorophyll

Pelagic 
Habitat
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• Joint narrative

• Cooperation on 
biodiversity assessment 

• Assessment of actions to 
implement MPAs

The Future?
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18 EU/national 
gov/institutions

(53 rep)

15 RSOs out of 18 (20 rep) 15 RFBs out of 51

(17 rep)

10 UN orgs

(17 rep)

8 Int’l orgs

(13 rep)
120

Sponsored by RO Korea, Japan and European 
Commission
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