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NEAFC Objectives

“to ensure the long-term
conservation and optimum
utilisation of the fishery
resources in its Convention
Area, providing sustainable
economic, environmental and
social benefits”
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Convention Objectives
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Economic and Social importance

Contracting Parties:
L‘%é-;  Denmark in respect of

Faroes and Greenland
. " - ;Lﬂ?gfuspounssou ¢ E u ropea n U n ion
 |celand
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* Norway
e Russian Federation
* United Kingdom
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take due account of the impact of
fisheries on other species and marine
ecosystems... adopt... conservation and
management measures that address the
need to minimise harmful impacts...
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take due account of the need to conserve
marine biological diversity...




Balancmg enwronment souety and economics

B 13 o~

52 ol
Office of Legal Affairs
Division for Ocean
Affairs and the
® Law of the Sea

( % #BBNJ treaty will address

CLOBAL BIODIVERSINY  (among others):

FRAMEWORK e Marine genetic resources,
15 LIFE including questions on the
LI * \a S :’3‘:’;‘_‘3&“:‘;’:,“’;,",:‘";‘;‘:‘ sharing of benefits
‘,: JENE S ety ) e Area-based management 5
== ' tools, including marine

_

protected areas
e Environmental impact
assessments , .
o Capacity- bU|Id|ng and the
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Other Effective area-based Conservation Measures (OECMS)

Strategic Plan/;”
Biodiversity 72/
and the Aic ‘

isheries ComMmission




Considering area-based measures as OECMs

Irminger Sea redfish closure 2022-2024

Blue ling closure —

Rockall haddock box

Gill net ban in less than 200M —————————————)

Ireland

VME Recommendation —_—
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An area-based measure on conservation of Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems

&
Restricted bottom
fishing areas
Existing bottom
fisheries area

VME closu

* Continued fishing in existing bottom-fisheries
areas — (green -2%)

eenland &
Iceland

Swee * VME Bottom fishing closures (red — 7%)

'J@'b'rWay‘

e Restricted bottom fishing areas - (buff -90%).
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Filling in the OECM Template

Template for Sclentific and Other information to Evabuate NEAFC VME Closed Areas 7
as Potential Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures (OECMs) T
5
5

Title/Name of the area: 7
T

A far the protection of vulner v [WMES) i the
NEAFC Regulatory Area - Areas Closed to Bottom Fisheries for the protection of VVIES. 1

Prepared by
NEAFC Ad Hot Weeking Growp on DECMS and the Permanent Commities on Management and Sckence
(PECMAS)T

inssitutions) in charge of assessing OECMs: Y

Marth-£2st Atlantl Fisheries Commission (NEAFC)Y

1

Abstract

"

Thits NEAFC area-based measure, under legally binding Recemmigndation (129:2014), is a clesure of
certain aneas to all bottom contact fishing gears to prewent significant acverse impacts of fishing on
wuinerable marine ecosystems (VMEs| known to occur or likeky to ocour in the NEAFE Regulatory
Area. NEAFC Recommendation {19:2014) alse cantains arather area based measure known as
restricted fishing areas and reguiations refated o it. This measure s not assessed hene.

MEAFC considers that the areas cosed to bottom fisheries meets the DECM criteria as contained In
Declsion 14/2008 of the Corvention on Slological Drversity [C80). 7

Locathon
5

This DECM designation refates to the areas clased for the protection of VMEs under NEAFC
Secommendation 18-2014 under International waters in the NEAFC Regulatary Area. 3

The distribution of the NEAFC areas closed to bettem fishing for the protection of YMEs Is reported
Im Figure 1 {red areas in the map belew). Thess areas of dosures also averlap with Manne Protected
Areas (MPAs) designated under the OSPAR Commission. The OSPAR MPAs ane binding on all NEAFC
Cantracting Fartles excent the Russian Federatian by means of thelr contracting party status in
O5PAR. The Russian Federation Is not a Cantracting Farty of D5PAR. The OECM oriterla do nat allow
OECM to ke designated in the same spatial (2 dimensional) area 2s MP&s, see Figure 2 for overlaps
between the DSFAR and NEAFC measures.  Figure 3 shaws those aress ciosed to bottom fishing for
the pratection of VMEs that lie autside the D5PAR MPAs and tan hence be recognised as OECMs. It
should be noted however, that the DSPAR MPds do not conder protectian via fisheries measures, but
the underiying NEAFC measures 1o pratect WMES nevertheless pravide protection within the MPAs.
Thits interaction between OSFAR and NEAFC measures s described in a separate narrative [see x].
The narrative can also cover other Bsues iﬂhl’*‘"ﬂﬁmﬂml\l‘.‘ﬂ dimensional rature of the sea versus
the terrestrial more two dimensional approach that seems to lie behind the CBD OECM oriteria and
the reparting system.

1

Seamarphological features of the northeast Aglantic indude the majar ccean basins with their vast
abyssal plains, the Mid-Atlartic Ridge (MAR), and the generally wide continendal shelves of the
Eurasian continent and Greenland (Figure 8} The continental sheives are mostly within Exclusike
Ecomomic Zones (EEZs). The subareas beyond national |urisdiction comprise 3 000-4 000 m deep
Basins and portions of the MAR in the north Atlartic proper ard In the Norweglan-Greenland Seas.
Other major features of the MAR are the ridge-associated seamaount compleses and (slands (Azores,

Figure 1: Area closures for the protection of VMES from in the NEAFC

Regulatory Area (in red)1]
LY |
o

66°
64'1

1

Identity pressures and threats on blodiversity T
ieeriavy of known or reasonably foresseahie pressures and thraats on Blodversty features, sl noture, soole
v sowree, and the range of evainglom had to the Ly

-

'CES prepares an Ecosystem Overview for the Dceanic Northeast Atlantic ecoregian (see figure

s draft W3]
3123-02-05 Annex]

1

Figure 2: NEAFC areas dosed for the protection of VMEs showing overlap with OSPAR
MPAs )

|placehalder draft map from Marway]®
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Figure 3: NEAFC areas closed for the protection of VMEs not averlapping with OSPAR
MAPAs 1)
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KCES Ecosystem Oversiew, Oceanic Northeast Atlantic ecoregion {12 December 2015) quote below:!
*Pressures?

The Oceank Mortheast Aantic ecosystem currently and historicaly bas fewer human activities than cther




Other act|V|t|es and competent authontles

— not so many In the hlgh seas?




Recommendation 19:2014 on area management measures for the protection of
vulnerable marine ecosystems in the NEAFC Regulatory Area

e Continued fishing in (green) existing
bottom-fisheries areas

 VME Bottom fishing closures (red)
e Restricted bottom fishing areas - (buff)

 Annex 5: indicator species and physical
elements

* Protocol for exploratory fishing.

71 VME closure Restricted bottom fishing areas
i Existing bottom fishing areas
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Annual advice and 5-yearly Renewals - ICES

ICES
New information regarding vulnerable habitats in CIEM

NEAFC Regulatory Area.

* ICES advises to maintain the existing closed areas to protect VMEs. No additions to, or
extensions of, the existing closed areas to protect VMEs are advised at this time.

ICES notes that bottom-fishing activity was observed in a VME closure area on
2020 and occurred outside of the existing NEAFC bottom-fishing areas on Hatt: Hatton Bank Closures
MNEAFC Regulatory Area 3 in the Barents Sea. (based on current analytical meth

ICES advises that any bottom-contact fishing on VME habitats using staticor m

contacting gears will result in damage to these habitats and poses a risk of sig
impacts (as described by FAO [2009]). The inclusion of gear code in the daily ¢

would greatly improve the VMS data and understanding of potential adverse ir
bottom-fishing activity on VMEs.

Minor infringements occurred in and
near the Hatton Bank closures

science for sustainableseas

¥
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Management and Monitoring of Pressure

l““}-

Vessel Monitoring System

icetange Coast Guard

/-
a3 A
Secretariat - The NEAFC system

Electronic Log books and reporting -1 tw

Automated catch reporting

" F

Joint surveillance - - Patiol aircraft
_ .t " LES
Inspection at Sea and Ports ax
Y ‘
Control of non-Contracting Parties Contracting Party

VMS

== L?g

Fishing vessel




Monitoring of Biodiversity/Impacts

APPARENTLY IT’S NOT ENOUGH TO SAY
THAT ‘LOTS OF PEOPLE THINK WE DO
A JOLLY GOOD JOB’ ANYMORE!

NEAFC

I
2

‘ North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission
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ICES advice on benefits of measures

Biological Attribute Present
Biological Attribute Likely Present based on Expert Opinion

Specific Location Name Following NEAFC (Location Code) Biodiversity Attribute

Mid Atlantic VME Closures (1)

Middle MAR Area (Charlie-Gibbs Fracture Zone and sub-
Polar Frontal Region) (1a)

Southern MAR Area (1b)

Northern MAR Area (1c)

Antialtair Seamount (1d)

Altair Seamount (1e)

Rockall Haddock box (2)

Hatton Rockall VME Closures (3)
Hatton Bank 2, Area 2 (3a)
Hatton Bank 2, Area 1 (3b)
Hatton—Rockall Basin, Area 1 (3c)
Hatton—Rockall Basin, Area 2 (3d)
Southwest Rockall Bank 2 (3e)
Southwest Rockall Bank 1 (3f)
Edora’s Bank (3g)

West Rockall Mounds (3h)

Logachev Mounds (3i)

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank),
Area 3 (3j)

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank)
Area 2 (3k)

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank)
Area 1 (3l)




How long is a long-term benefit?

NEAFC




ICES Ecosystem overviews- Oceanic North East Atlantic

E i e A . f ne
| Social & use
o= o
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ICES Ecosystem overviews — pressures and threats

Human Activities Pressures

T —

Military [

P

Underwater noise “

Ay=zsan|polg

& [ Marine mammals

Overview for the Oceanic Northeast Atlantic ecoregion. The width of lines indicates the relative importance of main individual links (Climate change
affects human activities, the intensity of the pressures, and some aspects of state, as well as the links between these).
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IMO, ISA and OSPAR

Mining Platform

Transport Ship

Tailings Discharge

Hydraul
Pump
Syster

Flexible Hose Collector

Sediment Plume
i

2oToTa S pd
(Lol S L
= WAV o les & Semi-Liqu
Shear Forces Pressure °




Dynamic cooperation in management of the oceans

A

7

NEAFC

rom Gameloft/Playing4thePlanet.or



Overlap of measures, sectors and information

e ’-4/
= & \ ;\.:

NEAFC - Closed areas not 2ot A
w overlapping with MPA > “E{'.%(,
[ OSPAR - Marine protected i

areas (MPA)

777 NEAFC - Closed areas not
I NEAFC - Closed areas ] 3 overlapping with MPA
NEAFC - Regulatory area - NEAFC - Regulatory area
< i
N & N
km
km = ° Ao A
A 0 400 800 A5G 0 420 o
s b - : {I' }l i ’ . T

Esri, Garmin, GEBEOFNOAA'NGDC, and other contributors

W [
Esri, Garmin, G‘AEJB.C;OK' N@,AA"N’GDC, and other contributors
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Not overstating benefits of restricted bottom fishing areas

Bottom trawl gears, 2015 - 2020
ICES advice on -- i

depth of fishing

l‘tll l

-mrv-

-825m

gear s
and bathymetry of
NEAFC Regulator

Area o

1

>
Dapth (m) F oy =

NEAFC W North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission
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Not overstating benefits of restricted bottom fishing areas

Potential OECM
identification based on
restricted bottom fishing
areas at a depth
shallower than 1400m

Yellow: Areas shallower than 1400m
(max fishing depth)

Lilac: Potential Restricted Area OEC
outlines




Ask ICES - biodiversity attributes for just the <1400m areas?

Biological Attribute Present

Biological Attribute Likely Present based on Expert Opinion

Specific Location Name Following NEAFC (Location Code) Biodiversity Attribute

Middle MAR Area (Charlie-Gibbs Fracture Zone and sub-
Polar Frontal Region) (1a)

Southern MAR Area (1b)
Northern MAR Area (1c)

Antialtair Seamount (1d)
Altair Seamount (1e)

Area 3 (3j)
Area 2 (3k)

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank)
Area 1 (3l)

Rockall Bank; North West Rockall (3m)
Hatton Bank (3n)

Irminger Sea Redfish Closure (4)

\/
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Consulting local communities?

NEAFC




The last step - reporting...

% protected planet’ About News & Stories Resources Thematic Areas v m

Other Effective Area-Based
Conservation Measures (WDOECM)

OECMs complement protected areas through sustained, positive conservation outcomes, even
though they may be managed primarily for other reasons. They are documented in the World
Database on OECMs.

Explore OECMs

OECMs About Methodology

The World Database on Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures

From this page you can download and explore the World Database on Other Effective Area-based
Conservation Measures (WD-OECM), first published in December 2019.

NEAFC ‘;%8{{ North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission
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Thank You..

If Yev €A : "

Rean THIS Ste 0

Youre 100 DeEP
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