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NEAFC Objectives

“to ensure the long-term 
conservation and optimum 
utilisation of the fishery 
resources in its Convention 
Area, providing sustainable 
economic, environmental and 
social benefits”
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Convention Objectives
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Economic and Social importance

Contracting Parties:

• Denmark in respect of 
Faroes and Greenland

• European Union

• Iceland

• Norway

• Russian Federation

• United Kingdom 
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The Commission shall in particular:

Photo Linda Snook / Wikimedia Commons

take due account of the need to conserve 
marine biological diversity…

take due account of the impact of 
fisheries on other species and marine 
ecosystems…  adopt… conservation and 
management measures that address the 
need to minimise harmful impacts…
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Balancing environment, society and economics



NEAFC  North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission

Other Effective area-based Conservation Measures (OECMS)
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Considering area-based measures as OECMs

Irminger Sea redfish closure 2022-2024

Blue ling closure

Rockall haddock box

Gill net ban in less than 200m

VME Recommendation
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An area-based measure on conservation of Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems 

• Continued fishing in existing bottom-fisheries 
areas – (green -2%)

• VME Bottom fishing closures (red – 7%)

• Restricted bottom fishing areas - (buff -90%).

VME closures

Existing bottom 
fisheries areas

Restricted bottom 
fishing areas

VME closures

Existing bottom 
fisheries areas

Restricted bottom 
fishing areas
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Filling in the OECM Template 
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Other activities and competent authorities 

– not so many in the high seas?
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• Continued fishing in (green) existing 
bottom-fisheries areas

• VME Bottom fishing closures (red)

• Restricted bottom fishing areas - (buff)

• Annex 5: indicator species and physical 
elements

• Protocol for exploratory fishing.

Recommendation 19:2014 on area management measures for the protection of 
vulnerable marine ecosystems in the NEAFC Regulatory Area

Restricted bottom fishing areas
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Annual advice and 5-yearly Renewals - ICES
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Management and Monitoring of Pressure 

• Vessel Monitoring System

• Electronic Log books and reporting

• Automated catch reporting

• Joint surveillance 

• Inspection at Sea and Ports

• Control of non-Contracting Parties
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Monitoring of Biodiversity/Impacts

Photo:  talentia-software
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ICES advice on benefits of measures

CartoonStock.com

ICES Special Request Advice  Published 02 October 2023 
sr.2023.12 

ICES Advice 2023  4 

Results and conclusions 
 
Biodiversity attributes 
 

A summary of the documentation collated by ICES on the six examples of biodiversity attributes referred to by the CBD in 

decision 14/8 (CBD, 2018) is provided in Table 1 according to information supporting the presence or likely presence of the 
attribute. Empty cells indicate that no information was found. Every location has multiple biodiversity attributes. For 
example, the areas closed to protect VMEs have the biodiversity attributes of VME habitats. The NEAFC RAs have 
seamounts and other features that are known to concentrate biodiversity. The abyssal plain areas have value as 
representative natural ecosystems.  
 
Additional biodiversity attributes other than those identified by ICES may be present. However, it is unlikely that additional 
information would change the conclusion that every location has multiple biodiversity attributes.  
 
Table 1  Summary of the documentation collated by ICES indicating the presence of a biodiversity attribute at NEAFC locations 

following the codes in Figure 1 for the regulated areas. Detailed information on the evidence is available in the ICES 
WKECOVME report 2023 (ICES 2023). Biodiversity attributes: 1 = communities of rare, threatened or endangered 
species; 2 = representative natural ecosystems; 3 = range-restricted species; 4 = key biodiversity areas; 5 = areas 
providing critical ecosystem functions and services; 6 = areas for ecological connectivity.  

    Biological Attribute Present 

   Biological Attribute Likely Present based on Expert Opinion  

Specific Location Name Following NEAFC (Location Code) Biodiversity Attribute 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Mid Atlantic VME Closures (1)       

Middle MAR Area (Charlie-Gibbs Fracture Zone and sub-
Polar Frontal Region) (1a) 

      

Southern MAR Area  (1b)     
  

Northern MAR Area   (1c)       

Antialtair Seamount (1d) 
    

  

Altair Seamount (1e)       

Rockall Haddock box (2)       

Hatton Rockall VME Closures (3)       

Hatton Bank 2, Area 2 (3a)       

Hatton Bank 2, Area 1 (3b)       

Hatton–Rockall Basin, Area 1 (3c)       

Hatton–Rockall Basin, Area 2 (3d)       

Southwest Rockall Bank 2 (3e)       

Southwest Rockall Bank 1 (3f)       

Edora’s Bank (3g)       

West Rockall Mounds (3h)       

Logachev Mounds (3i)       

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank), 
Area 3 (3j) 

      

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank) 
Area 2 (3k) 

      

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank) 
Area 1 (3l) 

      

Rockall Bank; North West Rockall (3m)       

Hatton Bank  (3n)       

Irminger Sea Redfish Closure (4)     
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How long is a long-term benefit? 

CartoonStock.com
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Management
Politics

Social & use

Chlorophyll

ICES Ecosystem overviews- Oceanic North East Atlantic

Pelagic 
Habitat

Benthic
Habitat
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ICES Ecosystem overviews – pressures and threats

Overview for the Oceanic Northeast Atlantic ecoregion.   The width of lines indicates the relative importance of main individual links (Climate change 

affects human activities, the intensity of the pressures, and some aspects of state, as well as the links between these).
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IMO, ISA and OSPAR 

Image: Design Studio, University of Exeter

Image: Kees Torn, Wikicommons
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Dynamic cooperation in management of the oceans

CartoonStock.com

Image from Gameloft/Playing4thePlanet.org
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Overlap of measures, sectors and information
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Not overstating benefits of restricted bottom fishing areas

ICES advice on 

depth of fishing 

gears …

and bathymetry of 

NEAFC Regulatory 

Area 

ICES Special Request Advice  Published 02 October 2023 
sr.2023.12 

ICES Advice 2023  7 

Results and conclusions  
 
The majority of fished c-squares in the entire Northeast Atlantic in 2015–2020 are on the continental shelves. Fishing 
activity continues down the slope for all gear types. For bottom trawling, 99% of c-squares containing fishing activity are 
shallower than 1 000 m, and 99.9% are shallower than 1 400 m (Figure 3). For the static gears (longline and gillnet), a 
slightly deeper profile is observed; however, fishing is very limited in c-squares deeper than 1 400 m (Figure 3).  
 
The histogram for bottom trawling in NEAFC RA in 2015–2021 (Figure 4) shows two peaks. One is between 200 m and 
400 m, representing the bottom trawl fisheries on Rockall Bank. The other is at bottom depth between 800 m and 1 360 
m, representing the deep-sea fisheries. 
 
Around 10% of the current bottom fishing areas in the NEAFC RA have a bottom depth greater than 1 400 m, suggesting 
that fishing deeper is not restricted by current management measures and that technical and economic considerations 
may be the limiting factors. The spatial extent of areas located between 1 000 m and 2 000 m depth in the NEAFC RA is 
shown by 200 m depth intervals in Figure 5. There is a linear increase in the total size of the area circumscribed by isobaths 
at 200 m intervals between 1 000 m and 2 000 m (Figures 5 and 6). 
 
 

 

Figure 3  Histograms of mean depth of c-squares fished with bottom trawls, long lines and gill nets 2015–2020 in the entire 
Northeast Atlantic. Mean depths above which 99% of fished c-squares are shown with red lines. 
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Not overstating benefits of restricted bottom fishing areas

CartoonStock.com

Potential  OECM 
identification based on 
restricted bottom fishing 
areas at a depth 
shallower than 1400m

Yellow: Areas shallower than 1400m 
(max fishing depth)

Lilac: Potential Restricted Area OECM 
outlines
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Ask ICES - biodiversity attributes for just the <1400m areas?

CartoonStock.com

ICES Special Request Advice  Published 02 October 2023 
sr.2023.12 

ICES Advice 2023  4 

Results and conclusions 
 
Biodiversity attributes 
 

A summary of the documentation collated by ICES on the six examples of biodiversity attributes referred to by the CBD in 

decision 14/8 (CBD, 2018) is provided in Table 1 according to information supporting the presence or likely presence of the 
attribute. Empty cells indicate that no information was found. Every location has multiple biodiversity attributes. For 
example, the areas closed to protect VMEs have the biodiversity attributes of VME habitats. The NEAFC RAs have 
seamounts and other features that are known to concentrate biodiversity. The abyssal plain areas have value as 
representative natural ecosystems.  
 
Additional biodiversity attributes other than those identified by ICES may be present. However, it is unlikely that additional 
information would change the conclusion that every location has multiple biodiversity attributes.  
 
Table 1  Summary of the documentation collated by ICES indicating the presence of a biodiversity attribute at NEAFC locations 

following the codes in Figure 1 for the regulated areas. Detailed information on the evidence is available in the ICES 
WKECOVME report 2023 (ICES 2023). Biodiversity attributes: 1 = communities of rare, threatened or endangered 
species; 2 = representative natural ecosystems; 3 = range-restricted species; 4 = key biodiversity areas; 5 = areas 
providing critical ecosystem functions and services; 6 = areas for ecological connectivity.  

    Biological Attribute Present 

   Biological Attribute Likely Present based on Expert Opinion  

Specific Location Name Following NEAFC (Location Code) Biodiversity Attribute 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Mid Atlantic VME Closures (1)       

Middle MAR Area (Charlie-Gibbs Fracture Zone and sub-
Polar Frontal Region) (1a) 

      

Southern MAR Area  (1b)     
  

Northern MAR Area   (1c)       

Antialtair Seamount (1d) 
    

  

Altair Seamount (1e)       

Rockall Haddock box (2)       

Hatton Rockall VME Closures (3)       

Hatton Bank 2, Area 2 (3a)       

Hatton Bank 2, Area 1 (3b)       

Hatton–Rockall Basin, Area 1 (3c)       

Hatton–Rockall Basin, Area 2 (3d)       

Southwest Rockall Bank 2 (3e)       

Southwest Rockall Bank 1 (3f)       

Edora’s Bank (3g)       

West Rockall Mounds (3h)       

Logachev Mounds (3i)       

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank), 
Area 3 (3j) 

      

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank) 
Area 2 (3k) 

      

Rockall Bank; South-West Rockall (Empress of Britain Bank) 
Area 1 (3l) 

      

Rockall Bank; North West Rockall (3m)       

Hatton Bank  (3n)       

Irminger Sea Redfish Closure (4)     
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Consulting local communities?
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The last step - reporting…
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Thank You..

CartoonStock.com
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