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Sustainable food systems definition  
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Specificities of seafood systems  

● Cross-cutting approach across 
seafood production, retail, 
transportation, and consumption 

● Fisheries and aquaculture products 
are unlike any other commodities: 
common, infinite and renewable 
resources if well taken care of

● Intertwined crisis of biodiversity 
loss and climate change which can 
both be addressed by a seafood 
system approach 

© Text 2024 WWF
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Global impulse to better protect the ocean

● Sustainable Development Goals by 2030
(SDG 14 dedicated to underwater life 
protection)

● Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF) with 23 targets by 2030 
to halt and reverse biodiversity loss 

● High-Seas Treaty to ensure the health and 
resilience of our ocean, in waters beyond 
national jurisdiction 

© Green Renaissance / WWF-US ©Shutterstock / 
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Projected changes in seafood nutrients (2010-2050)
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© Text 2019 WWF
Fig. 3: Projected changes in available seafood-sourced nutrients by countries across calcium, iron, omega-

3 fatty acids and protein by 2050 relative to 2010 under the SSP5–8.5 scenario. Retrieved from 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-023-01822-1/figures/3

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-023-01822-1/figures/3
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EU’s duty to care  

● EU dependency on seafood imports 
up to 70%

● World’s 2nd largest market of fishery
and aquaculture products in trade

● 3rd largest market in consumption

● 13 active Sustainable Fisheries
Partnerships Agreements (SFPA), and
many partnerships (e.g. EU-China
Blue Partnership for the Oceans)

● Active role in 18 Regional Fisheries
Management Organisation (RFMOs) © Text 2019 WWF



Climate neutral and nature positive food systems, Laure Guillevic - WWF EPO, 14 Nov 2024 7

WWF POLICY BRIEFS ON SEAFOOD 

https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_seafood_treacability___exemptions_risk_fuelling_illegal_fishing_jan_2021.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/3s_en_final.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf-eu-sustainable-seafood-policy-brief-2024.pdf
https://wwfeu.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf_climatechange_oceanfoodsecurity_policyrecommendations_2019.pdf
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WWF Seafood guide 

- Available for 23 countries (16 EU Member States)

- Yearly reviewed

- Wild-caught fish evaluated against three main 

criteria: status of the stock, impacts of fishing gear 

used, effectiveness of fishery management

- Baseline to assess seafood retailers portfolio and 

improve practices

© Three Piece Media Production 
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Secure a sustainable seafood system

Strengthen our policy framework by:

● Calling on the incoming EU Commission to release 

a Sustainable Food systems Framework 

● Preparing climate adaptation plan protecting 

natural ecosystems 

● Better implementing the Common Fisheries 

Policy (i.e. fair quota allocation, support transition 

to low impact fisheries, co-management, landing 

obligation enforcement)

Make business accountable and implement due 

diligence across their value chain  

Eat less but more sustainable seafood (seasonal, 

low trophic chain, short circuit)
© James Morgan / WWF-US



Climate neutral and nature positive food systems, Laure Guillevic - WWF EPO, 14 Nov 2024 10

Food security vs. food sovereignty

Regions across the world are 
unevenly reliant on nutrition 
provided by seafood

Consider global impacts of EU 
domestic seafood consumption (i.e. 
mangrove deforestation, fuel emission 
for harvesting and transport)

Ensure equitable intake of common 
resources 

Challenging the food security narrative in the EU  

© WWF
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Thank you for your attention! 

Laure Guillevic, Ocean Policy, WWF Europe

Stay in touch: lguillevic@wwf.eu
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